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A Works Cited page lists the full bibliographic information for sources cited within the text of a paper. A Works Cited appears as
a separate page at the end of the essay, double spaced and with hanging indents. It should be titled Works Cited, centered.

If an element is not identified in the source (such as author or version), simply skip that element and go to the next.

The Core Elements
1. Author.

The person or organization that created the source.
The name of the first author should be reversed (last name first – Smith, Jane). Any
subsequent authors’ names can be listed in regular order. Organization titles should be
listed in their natural order. If a work has more than two authors, list only the first and
follow it with et al. (This is a Latin phrase meaning “and others.”)

2. Title of Source.

The specific name of the source.
Titles of stand‐alone publications are in italics. Titles of shorter works that are part of a
larger work (such as a news article, episode title, chapter title, etc.) should be enclosed in
quotation marks.

3. Title of Container,

The larger work of which the source is a part.
If the source is part of a larger work, use the title of the larger work as the container. The
container title is usually italicized.

4. Other
Contributors,
5. Version,

Others who are credited with the creation of the source.
Other contributors may include editors, directors, translators, narrators, or performers.
Indicate the contributors’ role with a phrase such as adapted by, directed by, edited by,
translated by, performance by, etc.

Identifying information for this version if it exists in other forms.
Different versions may be indicated by edition, version, or cut, such as unabridged
version, 3rd ed., director’s cut, version 2.3, etc.

6. Number,

Volume and number.
If the source has a volume and number, list it like this – vol. 3, no. 2.

7. Publisher,

The organization or company responsible for producing the source.
If the publisher has already been listed as the author or container, there is no need to
repeat it here.

8. Publication Date,

Date that the source was published.
List in international style – 20 Mar. 2017

9. Location.

Page numbers, website URL, DOIs (digital object identifiers), etc.
Preface page numbers with p. (for a single page) or pp. (for a range of pages). http:// and
https:// can be omitted.

NOTE: Access dates are OPTIONAL—check with your instructor. If the instructor requires them, place them after the location
like this – Accessed 5 Apr. 2017.
Additional Web Sites for Citation Help
 BibMe – www.BibMe.org
 KnightCite ‐ www.calvin.edu/library/knightcite
 EasyBib – www.EasyBib.com
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Citation Machine – www.citationmachine.net
Purdue OWL ‐
owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
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MLA 8 Works Cited Quick Reference

To create a Works Cited citation, list each of the source’s core elements in the order listed below, using the form of punctuation
that appears after each element.
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Article in an Online Library Database (more than two authors)
Ohmori, Y., Inui, et al. “Difference in Cesium Accumulation Among Rice Cultivars Grown in the Paddy

pp. 57-66, ProQuest, doi:http://dx.doi.org/10.1007/s10265-013-0616-9.

Article on a Web Page (One Author)
Elahi, Amina. “This Tech Power Couple’s New Project: Creating a New Place for Kids to Learn Code.” Chicago
Tribune, 4 Apr. 2017, www.chicagotribune.com/bluesky/originals/ ct‐codeverse‐katy‐lynch‐craig‐ulliott‐bsi‐
20170404‐story.html.
Article on a Web Page (Organization as Author with Other Contributors)
National Aeronautics and Space Administration. NASA Eclipse Web Site. Fred Espanak, NASA/Goddard Space Flight
Center, 27 Aug. 2016, eclipse.gsfc.nasa.gov/eclipse.html.
Book (One Author)
Sales, Nancy Jo. American Girls: Social Media and the Secret Lives of Teenagers. Alfred A. Knopf, 2016.
Personal Interview
Tucker, Tim. Personal interview. 20 Feb. 2017.
A Work in an Anthology or Compilation
Gaiman, Neil. “Why Our Future Depends on Libraries, Reading, and Daydreaming: The Reading Agency Lecture,
2013.” The View from the Cheap Seats: Selected Nonfiction, William Morrow, 2014, pp. 5‐15.
Video (YouTube)
ClintonLibrary42. “Maya Angelou’s Poem ‘On the Pulse of Morning.’” YouTube, produced by White House
Television, provided by Clinton Presidential Library, 18 Dec. 2012, youtu.be/59xGmHzxtZ4.

For more information about general essay format, see
the Writing Center’s sample MLA‐formatted essay at
www.tricountycc.edu/cms‐wfc/wp‐
content/uploads/2015/08/MLA‐Essay‐Format.pdf
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Field in Fukushima Prefecture in 2011 and 2012.” Journal of Plant Research, vol. 127, no. 1,

