
2024-25

EDUCATION ACADEMY INFO
EDUCATION ACADEMY

In its Education Academy, Tri-County Community College offers a variety of program options in the field of education in order for 
students to choose an educational path that will prepare them for the particular careers in the field of education.  These include 
options for students who wish to work with young children (Early Childhood Education), children of school age (School Age 
Education), or students who wish to complete the first two years of a bachelor’s degree in teaching (which allows employment at all 
levels of public K-12 education).

Early Childhood Education
Early Childhood Education is “a program that prepares individuals to promote child development and learning, work with diverse 
families and children, observe, document and assess to support young children and families, use content knowledge to build 
meaningful curriculum, and use developmentally effective approaches in collaboration with other early childhood professionals.  
Potential course work includes instruction in all areas of child development such as emotional/ social/ health/ physical/ language/ 
communication, approaches to play and learning, working with diverse families, and related observations/student teaching 
experiences.”  Options in the program include:

Early Childhood Career Path (Associate Degree): 

This option prepares individuals to work with children from birth through eight in diverse learning environments.  Graduates are 
prepared to plan and implement developmentally appropriate programs in early childhood settings.
Employment opportunities include child development and child care programs, preschools, public and private schools, recreational 
centers, Head Start Programs and school-age programs.

Early Childhood Birth-Kindergarten Transfer Path (Associate Degree):

The option is designed for those who are interested in transferring to a 4-year University to obtain a Bachelor of Science in 
Birth-Kindergarten Education. 

Licensure Track

The licensure track prepares individuals to be recommended for a North Carolina Professional Educator Initial License. This licensure 
is required for individuals who want to teach in a birth-Kindergarten classroom in NC Public Schools

Non-Licensure Track

The non-licensure track prepares candidates to be highly effective in providing optimal quality childcare in non-public school 
settings. 

Associate in Arts or Associate in Science in Teacher Preparation
The Associate in Arts in Teacher Preparation degree shall be granted for a planned program of study consisting of a minimum of 60 
semester hours of credit (SHC) of college transfer courses. Within the degree program, the institution shall include opportunities for 
the achievement of competence in reading, writing, oral communication, fundamental mathematical skills, and basic computer use, 
as well as pre-major education courses. 

The Uniform Articulation Agreement in Teacher Preparation governs the transfer of these degrees to participating colleges and 
universities. This articulation agreement describes a progression degree plan that includes required teacher education degree 
plans and pre-major courses that are acceptable to all state-funded teacher-education program options. Students who follow the 
progression degree plan will have 60 hours applied to constituent institutions of the University of North Carolina System.

This agreement does not guarantee student acceptance into any bachelor program at University of North Carolina (UNC) institutions. 
Teacher Preparation students must meet applicable admissions criteria and policies designated by, and earn admission into, the UNC 
constituent institution of their choice. These criteria and admissions requirements may include (but are not limited to) minimum 
GPA and Praxis scores and their associated timelines, as published by each university’s Bachelor Degree in Teacher Education-related 
programs.

For more information about the Uniform Articulation Agreement in Teacher Preparation, please visit 
https://www.nccommunitycolleges.edu/uniform-articulation-agreement-teacher-preparation-between-university-north-carolina.
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